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4. Counsel appearing on behalf of the petitioner relied a judgement of coordinate Bench
of this Court in a bunch of petitions led by Kusum Lata Yadav v. State of U.P. and Others
(Writ-C No.28249 of 2021 decided on July 25, 2022), wherein it was held as follows: "29.
Now coming to the aspect as to whether the victims named in the chart set out
hereinabove have died of Covid-19 or otherwise. Sri Ashok Khare has taken us through
the apex court judgement passed in the case of Gaurav Kumar Bansal v. Union of India
and others. We find that deaths having taken place in the hospitals on account of Covid-
19 fully stand the test of certification. The argument that the medical reports mentioning
cardiac failure or otherwise may not be attributed to Covid-19 does not impress the Court
for the reason that Covid-19 is an infection that may result to the mortality of a person
affecting any organ be it lungs or heart etc. Once the admission of deceased persons
was on account of Covid-19, the resulting cause being heart failure or dysfunction of any
other organ leading to death is immaterial and would nevertheless be treated as Covid-
19 death. No other argument was advanced for our consideration, therefore, having



given our anxious consideration, we allow the claims in terms of our observations made
hereinabove."

5. We are at consensus ad idem with the coordinate Bench of this Court on the principle
that when the victim is suffering from Covid-19, and thereafter, there is a complication
such as heart failure or dysfunction, brain hemorrhage or any other organ failure leading
to death, the death of the victim would be attributable to Covid-19. In the present case,
the husband of the petitioner has primarily died due to the infection of Covid-19 that
resulted in brain hemorrhage. In light of the same, we are unable to countenance the
view taken in the impugned order. Accordingly, the impugned order dated October 18,
2022 is quashed and set aside.
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The Principal Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow shall ensure that
appropriate orders on the aforesaid recommendations of the District Magistrate,
Azamgarh are passed within one week from today and in case, the
recommendations made by the District Magistrate is accepted, the amount shall be
disbursed to the applicant and credited in her account within one week thereafter.
In any case, all proceedings shall be completed by 29.05.2025.

List again on 30.05.2025, on which date the District Magistrate, Azamgarh, the
Principal Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow and the Under
Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow shall file their compliance
affidavits indicating full compliance of the order passed by the Writ Court or shall
be personally present in the Court.
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